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"United in Christ in our

Reflections
General
Blending of worship
and agenda . . .
We came to
conference
to
work...

(Top) Assistant Moderator Luke Keefer, Jr., gives the Moderator, Bishop Harvey
Sider, a moment to relax. Seated at the table are Pauline Allison (Assistant Recording
Secretary), Leonard Chester (Recording Secretary) and Arthur Climenhaga (General
Conference Secretary).
(Middle) Walter Winger, left, and Owen Alderfer provide sponsorship for recommendations.
(Above) Moderators Sider and Keefer look on while the secretarial staff tally a close
vote.

... and to

worship...
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Recording thoughts from General Conference is a bit like visiting an art gallery
and attempting to describe in a paragraph what one has seen.
Certainly one of the highlights was
the warmth of our worship experiences.
From the Saturday evening communion
to the final theme sermon, in joyous
song and heartfelt prayer, we were
caught up in the oneness of the Spirit's
presence. Conference messages probed
the frontiers where Christian faith meets
twentieth century issues. It was encouraging to listen to dialogue about confronting the secular values of the business and professional world. We needed
to hear also that the message of the cross
should stand apart from, but infiltrate,
culture.
I realize again that we often take for
granted the gifts and hard work that
accompany Conference preparation.
The quality of Conference life that we
have come to expect requires a blending
of well-prepared agenda, worship experiences, and physical comforts. Outside
the adult-centered areas, the children
are busy in Bible-related and recreational programs. Youth were going and
coming, excited to be a part of Conference. As the quiz finalists stood in a
circle for prayer, many watched with
lumps in throats as each quizzer clasped
the hands of an opposing team member.
The joy of their final celebration indicated that their experiences in Christian
friendship had gone far beyond mere
winning or losing.
Business sessions were long and the
agenda heavy. We were human. Auditorium seats became uncomfortable. With
each session one husband-wife delegate
team dutifully exchanged a little pillow.
(Opposite page) Emmanuel Roy from
India and Dave Brubaker from Pennsylvania get acquainted over lunch.
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Toward the end, even our singing revealed our weariness, but laughing together
seemed to help us "hang loose." How
can we avoid the tiring marathon sessions that tarnish our memories of the
moments of inspiration? Is it possible to
address issues without parliamentary
entanglement?
Comments were made about the spirit
in which delegates attempted to discuss
and reconcile differences. Within human
limitations we were seeking a unity that
was Spirit-directed. This seemed quite
evident in the consideration of the item
on Cooperative Ministries and Mission.
There was much discussion, and many
questions were asked. During mealtime
adjournment, groups talked quietly together. When the business session convened again, the atmosphere indicated
calm readiness. The delegates voted, not
unanimously, but with unexpected unanimity.
For those with little background in
church administration, it was difficult to
visualize the proposed administrative
pattern. Flowcharts may have helped
determine if its structure is within the
brotherhood concept of leadership. Concerns for more Christian family life
instruction were voiced often during
Conference, yet in the future, boards
responsible for nurture within the church
have more extensive (almost awesome)
lists of duties with fewer executive lead...

Reflections on
General Conference

... to renew
friendships...

ers. More effort will be given "to going
and making disciples"; is our new structure adequate for "teaching them. . ."?
Can we find the balance between change
that is "too much, too soon" or "too
little, too late"?
How do we view the Brethren in
Christ through General Conference?
Delegates were a well-blended group of
younger and older persons. Those from
Brethren in Christ fellowships in other
nations are no longer strangers among
us. Board reports evidenced varied and
vital ministries. Congregations and service ministries are growing or changing
to meet needs. We heard about new
congregations, new thrusts in missions,
and new materials selected or developed
for our use. We prayed with fifteen
newly-ordained men. We attempted to
effect an organization that will facilitate
the proclamation of the gospel in the
coming years.
Conference is over; our work has
begun. The sense of brotherhood will
strengthen us to proclaim our unity in
Christ in a fragmented world.
Alice Grace Zercher
Nappanee, Ind.
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Coming next month ...

The Sept. 10th and 25th issues will be
combined into a special 32-page Visitor,
giving us all an idea of what a monthly
Visitor might look like.
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Speakers at Conference included Win Arn (left) speaking on church growth through the Sunday school; Tojo-san (center)
from Japan on the subject of infiltrating culture; and Freddie Negrete (right) highlighting the challenge of Hispanic ministries
in southern California.

Two attitudes
must
prevail...

Being currently the oldest pastor of
the Brethren in Christ Church, it was
rewarding indeed to see the strength and
poise of the oncoming and integrated
younger men of the denomination. They
are a fine and talented people. True,
Conference freshmen flexed their parliamentary muscles, while the veterans
amazed and consoled the body with
their ability to perceive the length and
breadth of issues. Informed men seemed
always available. Differences of viewpoint were helpful. Varying degrees of
emotion and conscience were declared.
Delicate issues were addressed. Many
changes were authorized. Yet every time
that tensions mounted, it was apparent
that brotherly love in Christ stood
guardian to us—we came out together,
either by enlightenment or aquiescence.
In the makeup of the delegate body
the number of husband-wife units was
impressive. This appeared to be wholesome. Yet the ever increasing number of
women delegates causes one to wonder
if it is only a matter of proportion and
representation that is evolving. Could it
be that secular busyness is robbing men
of their sense of spiritual priorities so
that they are less available?

Conference singing was superb. My
sharing in the creation of a new hymnal
for our church made me feel that the
spine-tingling participation was an affirmation of the committee's work.
Change is threatening, risky, and painful, we were told. The 1982 Conference
was steeped in issues of change. To
avoid resulting negativism, and even
catastrophe, two attitudes must prevail
among us. Avoid saying, "I never will,
etc." (I heard this only twice on Conference floor). Also, we must sincerely
believe persons who differ with us personally may be right. We are Brethren in
Christ!
Luke Keefer, Sr.
Millersburg, Pa.
"Living out" of unity . . .

Attendance at my fourth General
Conference was most impressive. Themes
are easily written, but the theme of "United in Christ in our Fragmented World"
was modeled for me at the Conference
itself. I saw unity in our willingness to
hear one another. While active listening
is time consuming, it is obviously a
cementing factor in the life of our
brotherhood.
Another big unity word is acceptance.

" T h e times we
laughed were sacramental."

The church's big umbrella reached out
to include not many, but all. There was
enough difference among delegates at
the Conference to be divisive. Instead
there was the unity of love for, and in,
Christ which is the miracle of His body.
A sense of humor might seem trite to
unity. However, I found the times we
laughed together to be sacramental. We
must take our task seriously, but not
always ourselves.
Finally, servant authority bound us
together. A commitment to scholarship
and preparation in sermons and committee work gave us the feeling of security in our unity. The leadership gained
their authority by serving well.
Praise God for a "living out" of Christian unity.
Robert W. Hempy
Upland, Calif.
Theological concerns . . .

How we rejoiced in the times of praise
and worship! Through music, prayers
and Scripture, we worshipped the Lord,
and his presence was among us with joy
and power.
But Conference also reminded us of
the hard work that needs to be done if
we are to take seriously our theological
position. On many occasions, in messages and in business discussions, speakers referred to the three theological
influences which have shaped our denomination: pietism, Anabaptism, and
Wesleyan holiness. We need to keep a
wholesome emphasis on all three.
That's where our work comes in. It
takes effort to see that our new people
and new pastors (as well as current
members) understand and are committed to these areas of theological belief.
For example, in regard to Wesleyan
holiness and sanctification, do our pastors and people understand and affirm
this teaching? Can we do more to teach
4
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and preach this theological emphasis
more clearly?
So, along with the high moments of
worship and inspiration, we saw again
that there is work to be done—work in
communicating our theological understandings.
John B. Hawbaker
Columbia, Pa.
Warmth of the S p i r i t . . .

For the past 25 years I have attended
General Conference nearly every year—
either here at home or during our 13
years on the mission field. Conference
has always been a joy to me. I even enjoy
the business sessions, hearing the discussions and coming to my own conclusions on issues (whether I am a voting
delegate or not).
In this 1982 Conference, there seemed
to be a special something which I find
difficult to identify. Perhaps it was a
peculiar warmth of the Spirit as we
allowed this warmth to individually refresh and renew us. This was coupled
with an air of expectancy as we looked
forward to reconciliation, growth and
unity. There was a strong thread of
excitement and anticipation because our
redemption draweth nigh.
I personally had confirmed in my
mind during this Conference the validity
of the body of Christ, composed of people with weaknesses and strengths. People who are committing what they are to
Jesus Christ our Lord—not just have
committed, but are committing in an
ongoing sense. We, the body of Christ,
are committed to our God who reigns.
Rachel Kibler
Carlisle, Pa.
A page's perspective . . .

Dear Mom and Dad,
Wow! Conference was exciting! I
learned to know so many new people
while I was a page. It was neat to meet
people whom I hear so much about
from Dad.
The business sessions weren't nearly
as boring as I imagined. In fact, they
were almost as interesting as the youth
activities have been in past years. There
were even laughing moments, like the
Arlene Miller and Owen Alderfershared in a dialogue, "New Models for Ministry/New Demands for Equipping."
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Discussion and prayer times were scheduled after several theme sermons.

couple times Moderator Harvey Sider
said, "And now we'll turn to the moderator for the order of the day" when he
meant "secretary"! I caught only about
half of what was being moved, discussed
and voted upon because those delegates
sure kept us busy sending notes (that is,
unless the discussion was interesting.
But my feet didn't get too sore, Mom). I
could sense, however, that the conference body lived the conference theme of
unity in Christ. To my recollection,
there were no heated, angry debates, but
a true spirit of brotherhood existed even
while debating sensitive issues. I had no
idea the business sessions would be so
technical. I guess Robert's Rules of
Order do come in handy for avoiding
1:30 a.m. sessions though! (Praise the
Lord—the latest sessions went until
11:00 p.m.)
The Conference Sermons were encouraging and challenging, as they should
be. They were all based on Philippians 2.
Henry Ginder's was my favorite. He
spoke on what we as Christians should
do until Christ comes again. We need to

be faithful to Him, helpful toward others, joyful in serving, and hopeful in His
coming. It was also thrilling to hear
from people in Brethren in Christ mission fields how God is working all over
the world. As Warren and Connie Hoffman sang, "Our God reigns!"
Conference consisted of a lot of business, but there was always time for fellowship with others. I think some people
were fellowshipping through notes! One
couple ate with a different couple each
meal and prayed together afterwards.
That is real fellowship. I was disappointed at first that I couldn't be with
the youth at all. Most of them ate before
the business sessions were over. But my
horizons greatly broadened through eating meals with "the older generation."
You know, they're really not that old.
That pretty well sums up the week.
I'm already excited to see how God will
work at the next General Conference,
and I for one want to be there to witness
it.
Karen Brubaker
Arcanum, Ohio

Bishop Harvey Sider (right), retiring Moderator, installs
newly-elected Moderator, Bishop Don Shafer.

Memories of people . . .

There are many different ways to
record one's impressions of our last
General Conference, from recalling
pleasant memories of the comfort of our
surroundings to a calm analysis of our
business transactions. My impressions,
as usual, are centered on people. With
Conference sinking into history, the
memories of the people are still welldefined.
Why, 1 remember . . . opening the
door in response to a knock and finding
there one of my very best friends (Ed
Rickman) whom 1 had not seen for a
number of years. But that warm smile
and happy laugh—I was instantly happy. We soon made plans to sit together
during Conference, and it was only
later, when I came to see that his body
had gotten out of focus with his head,
that I realized we had both made a mistake. Two men of such ample proportions should not sit side by side on folding chairs! Truly we were shoulder to
shoulder on all the issues.
Lots of other memories, too . . . the
pie up the street from the university at
Marie Chandler's (something like that;
it doesn't really matter). It was soon
apparent that all the other Brethren in
Christ had found the place too, to their
happy delight . . . evenings after late
sessions with my excellent roommate
(Walter Winger) at Sambo's . . . and
then the "scramble system" in the university's cafeteria food line. Despite all
the urging by the proper authorities, I
just do not believe that Brethren in
Christ people were designed to shove
and push in order to get their daily
bread. 1 am delighted that "decently and
in order" is a traditional characteristic of
our people . . . cherished always will be
the happy faces and wonderful fellowship with two of the best friends one
6

E. Morris Sider (left) presents copies of the new biography of
C. N. Hostetter, Jr., to sons D. Ray and Nelson Hostetter.

could ever have—Alvin and Vera Burkholder. Nobody nicer could meet your
plane, take you out to dine and share
their life and love with you. God bless
them both... not everyone will have the
memories the Midwest pastors have of a
grand evening with Bishop and Mrs.
Shafer in their lovely home. Where did
they get that beautiful watermelon that
tasted so like a Kansas melon that I still
don't know if the drippings from my
chin were watermelon juices or tears of
joy?
Reflecting on the business sessions is
a happy experience, too . . . watching a
bishop's wife (Mrs. John Byers), sitting
in front of me, give voice to a conservative vote so heartily on an item regarding women's role in the church that her
seatmate (Mrs. David Climenhaga)
jumped visibly in her chair . . . the occasional feelings of, "Oh, no, is he going to
speak again?" when some rather vocal
member or other rose to speak on still
another issue. If the speech resembled
the one just preceding, I was caused to
contemplate just how like a tape recorder some brains are—listening and in a
few moments repeating the same thing

over again. (However, this is more of a
virtue than a fault if he is on my side of
the issue!). .. sometimes, too, I got the
disquieting feeling that I had just voted a
certain way because that's what I expected was the proper way to vote, rather
than as I really felt... and there were a
few touches of sadness when the letters
"BIC" were used to replace the words
"Brethren in Christ," a practice I find
personally odious, although it does save
time and the meaning is clear . . . .
Three of us—Brian Rickel, Moses
Munsaka, and I—formed a cheering
section of three for the Labish quiz
team, coached by my son Stan. We borrowed our cheer from Win Arn's message to Conference, using the words,
"Go ahead, you can do it!" Despite our
cheering they couldn't, though they did
make a grand effort. . . but I did come
away from Conference with the clear
feeling that truly my brothers and sisters
known as the Brethren in Christ are the
greatest on earth, and that cry, "Go
ahead, you can do it" speaks the truth
for us in our service for Christ.
Charles Norman
Wichita, Kan.

What is the effect of Conference business on one's
blood pressure? Here Ray
Bert finds out. Blood pressure was checked free,
courtesy of Mennonite Mutual Aid. (Readings ranged
from 96/60 to 210/120).
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(Above) Selections from the new hymnal were sung by the Festival
Chair. (Right) A full schedule of activities for children and youth were
an important part of Conference.

Gathered T o g e t h e r . . .

Where two or three are gathered in His Name,
Our Father promises that He'll remain;
Yet as I look upon a number great
I wonder how we'll really get it straight.
For yes, we say He'll guide our every act.
But really we must scrutinize the fact
That getting multitudes of women and men
To give and take, to bow and even bend.
Is like the man who tried to move a mule
By reading, in a loud voice, every rule.
Of course, you know, that this is not to say
That we are mules in any sort of way;
But look at what we're asking God to d o To mold some minds, and sure it's not a few;
Yet though we will not ever all agree
Through God we'll bend and try to really see
The view that others have from where they stand
And try to do as love would us command
By being truly Brethren in Christ.
Lynda Kelly
Welland, Ont.

(Above) Luke Keefer, Sr., left, end Arlene Miller speak to
issues on the floor of Conference. (Right) Ronald J. Sider
autographs several of his recent books—one of four authors
to do so at Conference.
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Hispanic m

Alice Dourte with Arlene Miller

The 1978 General Conference authorized the Board for Missions to pursue
new ministries among ethnic groups in
North America. On July 6, 1982, General Conference adopted a recommendation to affirm initiation of an Hispanic ministry in Southern California,
with the goal of developing an indigenous Hispanic Church, and to recruit
personnel to launch the ministry.
Need

Today there are an estimated 20-25
million Hispanics in the United States,
more than all of Central America combined. Given the steady flow of immigrants and the high rate of natural
increase (births over deaths) among
Hispanic people, the U. S. Department
of Health, Education and Welfare projects that by 1985, Hispanics will be the
largest minority group in the country. It
is believed that by the end of the century
the United States will be the second
largest Spanish-speaking country in the
world, after Mexico.
The largest Hispanic populations are
in big cities—New York, Los Angeles,
Chicago, Miami—but almost every city
has a Spanish neighborhood. The city of
Los Angeles alone has about 1.6 million
Hispanics, with another 4 million living
in the metropolitan Los Angeles area.
As newcomers to North American
society (and not always welcome here)

Alice Dourte is Secretary of Information
Services for Brethren in Christ Missions;
Arlene Miller is Secretary of Home Ministries, Brethren in Christ Missions.
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Hispanics struggle with questions of
self-identity. Hispanic family units also
undergo a great amount of tension.
Young parents, lured by the prospect of
buying more and more things, take on
more jobs, leaving children at home in
crowded urban neighborhoods.
Young Hispanics are eager to become
absorbed in an upwardly mobile society.
U. S. census figures in 1976 showed that
for second and third generation Hispanic Americans, English, rather than
Spanish, is the dominant language. Even
though they come from many countries
and are thus different from one another
culturally, a uniquely Spanish American culture is developing among them.
Those who wish to win Hispanic Americans to Christ need cross-cultural skills
to understand and relate to this culture.
Opportunity

Some view the dramatic influx of
Hispanics into the United States and its
implications as purely sociological/economic phenomena. However, evangelical Christians, including the Brethren in
Christ, are beginning to view this movement from a Kingdom perspective. Paul
told the Athenians on Mars Hill (Acts
17:26-27) that the Creator uses the movements of peoples and the development
of distinctive cultures to cause men and
women to seek after him. Surely God is
using the Hispanic immigration both to
call these persons to himself and to bring
new life to the North American church.
It appears that Hispanics are open to
new spiritual truth. While nearly all of

these immigrants have a Roman Catholic heritage, many are joining Hispanic
American evangelical churches. They
are attracted to churches where they
experience a warm atmosphere of brotherhood, preservation of their cultural
roots and, for first-generation immigrants, services in Spanish.
Location and vision

Given the fact that Hispanic Americans are found in increasing numbers in
many parts of North America, why are
the Brethren in Christ beginning a ministry in Southern California?
First, Southern California presents a
unique opportunity. Here a number of
established Brethren in Christ churches
are in immediate contact with one of the
nation's highest concentrations of Hispanic population. These congregations
have the potential to provide strong
support in a variety of ways for a new
outreach. As neighbors, Brethren in
Christ in Southern California are in a
position to be aware of the spiritual,
social, physical and emotional needs of
Hispanic persons and to be involved in
helping to meet these needs. The Pacific
Conference has evidenced its vision for
an Hispanic ministry and has shown willingness for significant involvement.
Second, the large Hispanic population in Southern California means there
is potential for development of a cluster
of Hispanic Brethren in Christ congregations within a relatively small geographic area. This has important implications for fellowship and nurture as
Evangelical Visitor

congregations grow. Within such a cluster of congregations, potential leaders
can be recognized and specific plans
developed to develop their gifts and
provide resources to them.
The Board for Missions, in cooperation with the Pacific Conference, has
been authorized by General Conference
to provide support and personnel for
this work. Specifically, projections are
for a church planter with cross-cultural
skills to be assigned in 1983. This missionary will be responsible for longrange development of Spanish-American
congregations. He will cooperate with
Hispanic pastors in providing spiritual
support and will be responsible to continue facilitating the formation of new
congregations. Identifying and resourcing potential Hispanic leaders will be a
major responsibility.
The faith vision for this ministry is
that a strong Hispanic American Brethren in Christ Church will develop with
congregations throughout North America. This vision includes the goal that
teachers, pastors and administrators will
be developed from within the Hispanic
Church.
First steps

An example of support for this kind
of indigenous ministry is already underway in 1982. Out of discussion before,
during and after the 1982 General Conference, the Board for Missions and the
Pacific Conference are assisting in partial support of an Hispanic American
pastor, Freddie Negrete, in Southern
California.
Freddie, a Youth For Christ staff
member who is continuing his education
at Azusa Pacific University, has had a
growing vision for developing a church
and discipling young Hispanic Christians. He, with his wife, Patricia, has
been leading Bible studies with young
people and families in San Gabriel and
West Covina, suburbs of Los Angeles.
Recently the Brethren in Christ have
become aware of Freddie's vision and
ministry and are now providing some
support as a church develops. This
young couple have been invited to share
prayer concerns for their ministry with
the brotherhood.
This new outreach on the North
American continent needs the guidance
of the Holy Spirit in every aspect. The
prayers and financial support of the
total Brethren in Christ Church are
necessary as personnel are recruited and
new churches begun.
August 25, 1982 9

Secondary teachers
needed in Zambia
and Zimbabwe

by Phil Byers

Bishop William T. Silungwe states
that approximately five secondary teachers will be needed in Zambia within the
next twelve months. Bishop Stephen N.
Ndlovu pleads for fifteen teachers for
Brethren in Christ secondary schools in
Zimbabwe. Why are they asking for
missionaries to return to Zimbabwe and
Zambia? Are not trained and qualified
nationals available? Are not the African
churches independent of the North
American church? Why do they need
our help now?
While Bishops Silungwe and Ndlovu
were in the United States recently, I had
the privilege to talk with them. As a
result, I learned much about the African
church, especially in regard to personnel
needs they are presently experiencing.
Are there no Zambians and Zimbabweans qualified to teach? The answer is
a definite "yes"—they are being used.
The main reason for needing to bring in
expatriates is the expansion of the countries' educational system. Bishop Ndlovu
points out that this is especially crucial
in the reconstruction of post-war Zimbabwe. The government is trying to
make education available to everyone.
This service had previously been limited.
Now, due to the opening of new schools
across the country, there is a great need
for more personnel.
The expansion of these facilities has
provided the churches in Zambia and

Bishop William T. Silungwe, Zambia

Zimbabwe with great opportunities for
ministry. The governments are looking
to the churches for help. The Zambian
government is planning to finance the
opening of the Sikalongo Secondary
School. The Brethren in Christ Church
has been asked to provide staff. This is
also the case with several schools in
Zimbabwe. Brethren in Christ schools
have had a good reputation and the
government trusts the church to properly staff these schools.
The African churches have accepted
these responsibilities because of the opportunity to provide a Christian-based
education for young people. If the
church cannot staff the schools, however, the government will. The government may provide the schools with
teachers who are drunkards and nonChristians, warns Bishop Silungwe.
Where are the qualified national Christians? Bishop Ndlovu explains that not
only the church is lacking in personnel,
but the government as well. As the
government attempts to strengthen the
country and expand its services, it seeks
qualified people for a variety of positions. Christian teachers are considered
well qualified and trustworthy and are
thus being offered and are accepting
these positions. Because of opportunities for better remuneration and promotion, these people have continued in
government jobs. Newly qualified teachers are also accepting more influential
government positions. This has left vacancies in the denominational schools.
Why is it important to have Brethren
in Christ people rather than people from
other denominations? Bishop Silungwe
explains that there is often a conflict of
doctrines. The church would like to
avoid such conflicts. There have also
been problems when national Christians
from other denominations model behavior that conflicts with Brethren in
Christ teachings. The church prefers to
fill these positions with Brethren in
Christ personnel. Here is an opportunity to lay a good foundation and provide
support for the church.
next page please
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Teachers needed . . .
from page 9

Bishop Ndlovu reminds us in North
America that when Jesus gave the command, "Go and make disciples of all
nations," he did not add "until." The
discipling and teaching process is ongoing. There continues to be a need for
North Americans to participate in that
process in Africa.
North Americans must remember that
expatriates will not be going as leaders
in the African churches or directors of
their programs. These churches—these
brothers and sisters—are asking for our
help to participate as partners in the
ongoing mission of the church.
When asked what kind of missionaries the African churches need, Bishop
Ndlovu responded emphatically that
these missionaries must be committed
and they must be servants. Commitment is essential because the task will
not be easy. Life in Zimbabwe and

Bishop Stephen N. Ndlovu, Zimbabwe

Zambia is not as easy as that in North
America, especially in the present postwar situation. The country is still recovering. Incoming missionaries may have
to share housing units and thus surrender their privacy. Some housing units
are still in need of repair. Transportation is not as readily available as in
North America. But Christianity is a life
of victory, reminds Bishop Ndlovu, and
if these missionaries come committed to
the work of the Lord, such difficulties
will be of minor significance.
Incoming missionaries must be servants—willing to work with and be led
by nationals. The church in Africa is an
African church. National administrators are giving quality leadership. We
must learn to be of service without
expecting leadership roles.
Those who heed the call to help the
churches of Zambia and Zimbabwe will
be blessed in return. Such an experience
will certainly be an adventure in crosscultural exchange. More than that, this
is an opportunity to put into practice
one's Christian commitment to ending
racial and ethnic prejudice.
As Paul came to the aid of the
Macedonians and as the Macedonian
church came to the financial aid of the
Jerusalem church, let us who have many
resources give our people to meet the
needs of our sister churches.
Persons interested in these opportunities should contact Roy Sider at 2519
Stevensville Road, Stevensville, Ont.
LOS ISO.
Phil Byers, from Chambersburg, PA, is
giving voluntary service in the Mount Joy
Missions Center.

The Mennonite Economic Development Associates (MEDA) invites inquiries from persons with training in agricultural development, agricultural economics or business administration, having previous relevant international
experience and possessing necessary language skills who have interest in
being considered for the following positions.
Area Representative:
Bolivia, Paraguay and Uruguay. Advisory services to
credit-related programs. Four years. Santa Cruz, Bolivia base. Spanish
essential.
Project Manager: Haiti. Establishment of cocoa production-marketing
improvement project. Two-three years. Cap Haitian base. French or Creole
essential.
Representative:
Jamaica. Advisor to economic development program of
Jamaica Mennonite Church and small-business projects sponsored by
MEDA. T w o years. Kingston or Retreat base.
Several international assignments are in process of being identified and
general inquiries are invited as well.
Send inquiries and curriculum vitae to:
MEDA
MEDA
P.O. Box M
(or)
Pembina Highway
Akron, PA
Winnipeg, Manitoba

17501
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Church News
Allegheny Conference
On Sunday, July 18, Rev. Bruce Grove was
installed as pastor of the Ferguson Valley congregation. Rev. Grove also pastors the Newton
Hamilton congregation. • Seventeen youth and
their three advisors from the Iron Springs congregation camped at Christian Retreat Center the
weekend of July 9-11. Rev. Wilbur Besecker spoke
to the group.
A weekend Missionary Conference was held by
the Mechanicsburg congregation with many missionaries participating. Both home missions and
missions abroad were represented. An offering of
almost $2,500 was received for missions during the
Sunday morning worship service. The congregation also reports a good VBS. Their project was
bunk beds for New Life for Children. • Ground
breaking for a new parsonage was held by the Van
Lear congregation. Dr. and Mrs. Henry Ginder
were present for the service.

Atlantic Conference
Rev. and Mrs. Andrew Slagenweit were honored with an open house on Sunday, June 20, in
observance of their 40th wedding anniversary.
They are the parents of four daughters. In July the
couple terminated 37 years of pastoral ministry to
the church in Ohio and Pennsylvania. They are
presently attending the Hummelstown Brethren in
Christ Church.
A picnic supper was held for families of Conoy
VBS students on their closing date. Special recognition and awards were presented to students at
this time. • An open house was held on Sunday,
Aug. 15 by the Day Care Center of the Holden
Park congregation.
A musical program, "Sharing and Caring" was
presented to the family banquet held by the
Shenks congregation on Saturday, June 26. Ninetysix persons attended the banquet. • The Silverdale
congregation reports receiving three persons into
fellowship.

Canadian Conference
The adult fellowship of the Cross Roads congregation held a Foreign Food Festival on Sat.,
July 17. • A Welcome Home Service was held for
Rhoda Winger by the Port Colborne congregation.
The Westheights congregation reports several
music groups ministered to them recently—the
K-W Mennonite Church Choir and the River
Brethren, a group from Niagara Christian College.

Central Conference
A report on missions was given to the Pomeroy
congregation on Wednesday evening. July 14 by
Rev. Louis Cober. Rock music was the topic as
Randy Fath from Dalton spoke Wednesday evening, July 28, to the Junior and Senior Highs and
their parents of the Sippo Valley congregation.

Evangelical Visitor

Midwest Conference
The youth of the Mountain View congregation
hosted the adults to an ice cream party on Sunday
evening, July 18. • Dennis Lehman gave a presentation of Life Line Mission to a joint worship
service of the Abilene and Rosebank congregations. The service was held at Abilene on Sunday
evening, July 25.

Pacific Conference
The Ontario congregation reports the Sunday
school class attendance for the month of June was
up 35% over May. • General Conference recognized the Upland congregation as the church with
the largest Sunday school numerical gain the past
year.
The Board for Christian Education of the
Pacific Conference sponsored its first retreat for
senior citizens on June II, 12, and 13. Entitled
"Senior Skip," the retreat was held at Azusa
Pacific University with Bishop Don Shafer as the
keynote speaker. Six young people shared on
"Grandparents are Great." Other speakers included William Carden and Dr. Ernest Richey.

For The Record . . .
Births
Allen: Richard Joseph, May 26; Richard and
Lynda Allen, Holden Park congregation, Fl.
Bricker: Melanie Rachel, June 19; Lawrence
and Lisa Bricker, Shenks congregation. Pa.
Crowther: Joshua David, May 3; Steve and
Kathy Crowther, Mountain View congregation,
Co.
Deal: Joshua David, June 29; David and Bonnie Deal, New Guilford congregation. Pa.
Dunlevy: Ryan Alan, July 13; Jeffrey and
Karen (Thompson) Dunlevy, Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa.
Herndon: Philip John, July 15; Rev. Adin and
Arnell Herndon, Carlisle congregation. Pa.
Koons: Andrew Michael, July 11; John H. and
Kandyce (Funk) Koons, Five Forks congregation.
Pa.
Lindsay: Carrie Rae, June 10; Allen and Diana
Lindsay, Silverdale congregation, Pa.
Morrison: Devon Franklin, April 6; Don and
Cheryl (Herztler) Morrison, Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa.
Musser: Jill Areta, July 12; Mike and Judy
Musser, Upland congregation, Ca.
Potteiger: Joshua Mark, April 29; Mark and
Sherry Potteiger, Mechanicsburg congregation,
Pa.
Reiff: Leah Vanessa, May 9; Dennis and Anna
Mary (Byers) Reiff, Lansdale, Pa.
Schenck: Brad Alan, June 2; Harry and Cathy
Schenck, Cedar Heights congregation, Pa.
Scott: Thomas Wesley, May 20; Derek and
Lorie Scott, Westheights congregation, Ont.
Triplett: Timothy Devon, Feb. 7; Harvey and
Diana Triplett, Holden Park congregation. Pa.
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Messiah
College
News
Scholarships to Quizzers

At the completion of the Bible Quiz
finals at the General Conference in July,
Messiah College President D. Ray Hostetter presented S100 scholarships to the
high scorer on each participating team
and to all members of the winning
Brooklyn team.

man applications ran 9-10 percent ahead
of last year and that approximately 430
freshmen and 70 transfer students are
expected to matriculate in September.
Many people are surprised to learn that
Messiah College is now the largest Christian College in the northeast United
States.

Fall Enrollment Outlook

Summer Conferences

Tritt: Jacob Eugene, March 31; David and
Debra (Coken) Tritt, Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa.

Foor who preceded him in death on July 27, 1958.
He is survived by eleven children: Margaret
Weaverling, Donald L., Kermit P., Robert H.,
Eunice Rush, Henry L., Helena Bollman, Anna
Lee Fluke, Lora Valentine, Ruth Ford, and Victor; 52 grandchildren; 76 great-grandchildren; a
sister; and two brothers. A son, William; a daughter. Jane Engle; an infant daughter; four sisters;
and a brother preceded him in death. Rev. Kurt
Miller and Rev. Curtis Bryant conducted the funeral service in the Rays Cove Christian Church.
Interment was in the church cemetery.

Total enrollment at Messiah College
this fall is expected to be about 1500
students—the largest enrollment ever.
(Total enrollment last fall was 1465.)
The admissions office reports that fresh-

Weddings

Caufman-Difenderfer: Teresa, daughter of
Mrs. Robert Difenderfer and Ray, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Wilbur Caufman, June 27 in the New Guilford Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Terry
Hoke officiating.
Eck-Reely: Shirley Reely, daughter of Mrs.
Charlotte Engle, and Howard Daniel, son of Mr.
and Mrs. John Eck, both of Waynesboro, Pa.,
June 27 in the Five Forks Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Rupert Turman officiating.
Frey-Keller: Gail, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Richard Keller, and James, son of Mr. and Mrs.
James Frey, Elizabethtown. Pa., May 1 in the
Conewago Church of the Brethren with Rev. Don
Wert officiating.
Holtzman-Haarer: Jeanne Elaine Haarer and
Michael Evers Holtzman, June 26 in the Paramount Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Clarence Brubaker officiating.
Jenne-Minter: Charlotte Rena, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Minter, and Scott, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Clair Jenne, both of Abilene. Ks„ June
18 in the Zion Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Marion Book officiating.

Obituaries
Foor: Lloyd W. Foor. born Feb. 8, 1897, died
June 19. 1982. He was married to Mary (Morris)

During the summer months Messiah
College hosted 49 different conference
groups, ranging in size from 40 to 800,
and staying from a few days to over a
week.

Hock: Mrs. Rhoda D. Hock, born Aug. 1,
1906, died July 3, 1982. She is survived by her
husband, Eber; three sons; two daughters; two
brothers; a sister; and 14 grandchildren. Rev.
Avery Musser conducted the funeral service in the
Mechanicsburg Brethren in Christ Church.
Mearkle: John T. Mearkle, born July 6, 1883,
died June 29, 1982. He was married to Adah R.
(Clabaugh) Mearkle who preceded him in death
on June 28, 1981. IJe is survived by three children:
Mrs. Hazel Mendelson, Ivan W„ and Mrs. Zada
May; 24 grandchildren; 54 great-grandchildren; six
great-great-grandchildren; and a sister, Mrs.
Amanda Cooper. He was preceded in death by
four brothers, a sister, three sons, and a daughter.
Rev. Curtis Bryant conducted the funeral service.
Interment was in the Mt. Pleasant Lutheran
Cemetery.
Seese: Mazie M. Seese, Messiah Village, Mechanicsburg, Pa., died July 9, 1982. She was a
member of the Granville Brethren in Christ
Church. Rev. LeRoy Walters and Rev. Carl
Ament conducted the funeral service in the
Heller's Woodlawn Funeral Home, Lewistown,
Pa. Interment was in the Pleasant View Cemetery.
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Quizzing at
Conference
by D a v e Brubaker

It was predictable. Pilgrim Chapel,
the second-year team from Brooklyn,
New York, had sailed through round
robins and the semi-finals without a single loss. The team's hard work throughout the year had earned it the right to
compete for the championship.
It was surprising. After losing three
quizzes in a row on the first day of round
robins, Grantham came storming back
to win its next three and narrowly claim
a spot in the semi-finals. During the
semi-finals Grantham won when it had
to, eliminating Elizabethtown and Mechanicsburg in two down-to-the-wire
quizzes.
Pilgrim Chapel and Grantham faced
off Wednesday night, July 7, for the
Brethren in Christ Bible Quiz championship. Before an overflow crowd in
the Turner Campus Center of Azusa
Pacific University, Pilgrim Chapel did it
again. The "Brooklyn Bombers" controlled the extremely fast-jumping quiz
throughout, and won it 180 to 70. For
the second year in a row, Pilgrim Chapel
had taken the championship.
There seems to be an extra element of
excitement in quizzing during a Conference year, and it was certainly present
this year. After months of intensive
study of the book of Matthew, seven
teams converged on Azusa, California

for the denominational championship.
By virtue of placing first or second in
their regional playoffs in June, the following teams participated in the Conference quizzing:
Allegheny—Mechanicsburg & Grantham; Atlantic—Elizabethtown & Pilgrim Chapel; Canadian—Stayner; Central—Highland; Pacific—Labish. The
Labish (Oregon) team actually represented the Pacific Conference without
the benefit of regional Brethren in Christ
competition. The Midwest Conference
sent no team.
Round robin quizzing, in which each
team quizzes against every other team
once, began Monday morning, July 5,
and concluded Wednesday morning.
Based on their records in the round robins, the following four teams entered
semi-final competition:
Pilgrim Chapel (6 wins, no losses),
Mechanicsburg (5 wins, 1 loss), Elizabethtown (4 wins, 2 losses), Grantham
(3 wins, 3 losses). The Highland team
narrowly missed being eligible for the
semi-finals, while the Stayner and Labish teams also performed well.
Semi-final competition is based on
double-elimination; if a team loses two
quizzes it is eliminated. Elizabethtown
lost to Mechanicsburg and then to Grantham, while Mechanicsburg lost to Pil-

Pilgrim Chapel team Brooklyn, NY

grim Chapel and also to Grantham.
Thus Pilgrim Chapel (undefeated) and
Grantham (one loss) entered the championship. If Grantham had won the quiz
a second would have been required, and
Conference had affirmed its willingness
to provide time for a second quiz. To the
undoubted relief of Paul Hostetler and
others charged with expediting Conference business, it was not necessary.
Serving as staff for the quizzing at
Conference were: quizmasters—Dave
Brubaker, Larry Lehman; judges—Albino Pereira, Charlie Crider, Mark
Hess, Becky Kreider; scorekeepers—
Shelly and Steve Crider, Pat Crider,
Janet Hensel, Julie Stern; timekeepers—
Deb Tidgewell, Sheldon Cober; score
recorders—Kathy Stoner, Andy Hoffman.
As one who has participated in Bible
Quizzing since 1970,1 have been pleased
to witness the growing enthusiasm for
quizzing now developing throughout
the church. Many pastors and church
leaders are recognizing that quizzing is
an exceptional means of getting young
people enthusiastic about intensive study
of the Bible. I believe that we are now
poised for dramatic growth in Bible
quizzing in the Brethren in Christ
Church, especially among the non-Pennsylvania churches.

Grantham, Pa., team
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Visitor

The attitudes among quizzers and
coaches and staff are unusually positive
and encouraging. Teams now lose with
more grace than I ever mustered when I
was a quizzer, and the sense of sportsmanship and Christian concern for other
quizzers is apparent. Quizzers and coaches sincerely want the teams they compete against to do their best. Such an
attitude cannot be explained by human
nature, but is due to the legacy of Christlike quizzing that has emerged in our
church.
I leave the position of General Conference Quizmaster with some regret, as
it has been a very good experience to be
involved with quizzing during the past
three years. I am, however, confident
that Mark Hess, the incoming quizzmaster, will give excellent leadership to
the growing quizzing program, as he has
to the many teams which he has coached.
If you are interested in beginning a quizz-

Most Valuable Quizzer

Each year at the denominational playoffs, the quizzers are asked to select the
quizzer whom they feel has earned the
title, "Most Valuable Quizzer." This
honor is not based on quizzing ability
alone, but on such qualities as Christian
sportsmanship, friendliness and Christian commitment. The overwhelming
choice of the quizzers this year was
Denise Roach, also the high scorer of
the winning Pilgrim Chapel team. She
was presented with a quartz clock and
pen on an engraved walnut base.

ing program in your congregation, contact Mark c/o of the Board of Christian
Education office in Pennsylvania, 500 S.
Angle St., Mt. Joy, PA 17555.
Next year's quizzing

Brethren in Christ Bible quizzing for
1982-83 will be on the books of Gala-

T e a m s W h i c h Participated in the General Conference Quizzing

Pilgrim Chapel
Sheldon Miller
Delbert Hagley
Jenine Jones
Denise Roach*
Coaches: Grafton Forbes
Kenneth Dillon
Grantham
Mindy Brubaker*
Rachel Paine
Rick Prior
Doug Davis
Rob Barrett
Dave Barrett
Dave Brubaker
Brian Ives
Jeffrey Ives
Coaches: Dave Zook
Donna Sider

Mechanicsburg
Cheryl Mann*
Layne Lebo
Leanne Lebo
Beth Lehman
Jaylene Musser
Jeff Musser
Wanda Musser
Phil Simmons
Coaches: Earl &
Marlene Lebo

Highland
Mark Heise*
Janet Heise
Tery Rhoades
Mark Baker
Lori Lee Paulus
Michelle Smith
Kathy McNelly
Winnie Brubaker
Karen Short
Coach: Dick Erbaugh

Elizabethtown
Tom Lehman*
Kathy Ulery
Diane Gutshall
Donna Gutshall
Beth Hock
Steve Allison
Eric Mann
Coaches: Jerry &
Sharon Engle

Stayner
Rob Sheffer*
Donald Sheffer
Stephanie Ruppert
Rick Sheffer
Tim Stickley
Coaches: Audrey Sheffer
Sandra Ruppert
Labish
Mark Mason*
Cassie Hite
Gary Hroeker
Dan Cobb
Kim Mitchell
Coach: Stan Norman

*Note: The names which are starred are the top scoring
quizzers from each team. Scholarships of $100.00 to
Messiah College were presented by Dr. D. Ray Hostetter to each of the top team scorers, as well as every
member of the Pilgrim Chapel team.
T O D Seven Quizzers

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Denise Roach
Mindy Brubaker
Rob Barrett
Sheldon Miller
Cheryl Mann
Tom Lehman
Mark Heise
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Pilgrim Chapel
Grantham
Grantham
Pilgrim Chapel
Mechanicsburg
Elizabethtown
Highland

Av

§

Points

Question
4.6
3.7
3.3
3.2
3.0
2.7
2.3

/

Note: T h e f i g u r e s h o w n
represents the average
points the quizzer earned, based on the number of questions he or
she was e l i g i b l e to
answer.

tians, Ephesians, Philippians and Colossians, based on the New International
Version (1978 edition). The denominational playoffs will take place on the
campus of Niagara Christian College
during the Canadian Conference Youth
Camp (part of the Niagara Holiness
camp meeting) the last week of August.
Brethren in Christ Bible Quizzing is a
program of the Board of Christian
Education of the Brethren in Christ
Church.

Dave Brubaker has served as General
Conference Quizmaster for the /)ast three
years. He and his wife Martha plan to begin
a three-year assignment with the Mennonite
Central Committee in Brazil later this fall.
Pilgrim Chapel Wins
World Quiz Tourney

The quiz team from Pilgrim Chapel,
Brooklyn, NY, after coming in second
to Elizabethtown in the Atlantic Regiona l , then winning at General Conference
in California, won the World Bible Quiz
Tournament held at Mt. Vernon Nazarene College, Mt. Vernon, Ohio. This is
the second time in the nine-year history
of World Bible Quizzing that a Brethren
in Christ team has won. Grantham won
it in 1978.
A team representing the Atlantic
Region, made up of Greg Nissley of
Palmyra, Phil Buckwalter of Mt. Pleasant, Crystal Meek of Refton, and Doug
Stevick and Becky Kreider of Lancaster,
finished eighth.
Denise Roach and Delbert Hagley of
the Pilgrim Chapel team were awarded
trophies for being among the top fifteen
scorers.
Other churches represented in the
tournament included the Nazarenes,
Mennonites, Baptists, and Youth for
Christ.
Reported by Charlie Crider
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Conference
Briefs
With nearly 900 people registered for

Conference, the actual membership totaled 481: 191 elected delegates, 164 pastors, 57 board and agency members, 21
non-voting members, 13 ordained /licensed ministers, 9 church administrators, 7
missions representatives, 6 clerical staff,
6 honorary members, 4 deacons, and 3
regional conference secretaries.
Thirty-two people from Pilgrim
Chapel travelled across country from
Brooklyn, NY, in their church bus. The
congregation that travels to Conference
together . . . .
Representing overseas Brethren in
Christ fellowships were: William Silungwe (Zambia), Stephen Ndlovu (Zimbabwe), Emmanuel Roy (India), Takanobu Tojo (Japan), Elias Moyo and Ivy
Nkala (London, England), and Ruben
Ebanks and Miguel Jara (Nicaragua).
A new feature this year was a "State
of the Church" message, delivered by

Bishop R. Donald Shafer. The idea for a
"state of the union" speech was presented to the General Conference Program Committee, which conferred with
the Board of Administration before
incorporating the innovation into the
program.

New administrative appointments
confirmed were: Harold Chubb (General Treasurer), Louis Cober (Secretary
of Church Relations, Board for Missions), Elwyn Hock (Executive Director, Publication Board), Ken Letner
(Associate Director, Board of Christian
Education), David McBeth (Director of
Stewardship U.S.A.), R. Donald Shafer
(General Secretary-Elect), and Donald
Zook (Executive Director, Board for
Missions).
Retiring administrators receiving recognition were J. Wilmer Heisey and
Ray Musser. Wilmer becomes Executive Secretary of MCC-U.S., having
served 16 years in administration for the

Board for Missions (the last 14 as Executive Secretary). Ray Musser completed
eight years as General Treasurer for the
church. He continues as Executive Director of Jacob Engle Foundation.
First-reading approval was given to
the "Renewal... 2000!" restructure and
unified budget proposals. And the Board
of Administration was authorized to
appoint the new boards at least 12
months prior to the 1984 General Conference. In that way, the new boards can
begin to establish structure and budgets
for succeeding years. Such appointments are subject to final approval in '84
of the new structures, as well as confirmation of the appointments.
As a result of this action, the Nominating Committee will begin its work in
December 1982. Suggestions of persons
to serve on the new boards should be
made to Merle Brubaker, Personnel
Secretary, 1860 Harrington Drive, Lancaster, PA 17601.
The Board of Christian Education
and the Board for Missions were reduced in size by not naming replacements
for some members whose terms expired
with this Conference. BCE lost two
members, now totalling 16; BFM now
has 27 members, down by 4.
Conference approved in principle a
relationship between the church and the
Paxton Street Home Benevolent Society, Inc., the group which purchased
the former Messiah Home property in
Harrisburg, PA. Details were referred
to the Board of Administration.
A recommendation was adopted
which calls for boards and agencies
(both at the regional and general levels)
to have sessions with non-confidential
agenda open to the public, with meetings being held in various geographic
areas of the church. The goal is to help
improve communications throughout
the denomination. As another means to
that end, Conference urged that all
homes subscribe to the Evangelical Visitor (a welcomed endorsement—the
editor).

14

Bishop R. Donald Shafer was elected as Moderator for the next biennium,
with H. Frank Kipe selected as Assistant
Moderator. The 1984 Conference will
be held, Lord willing, at Messiah College, Grantham, Pa., from June 30 to
July 5.
Evangelical Visitor

Editorial

Tuesday night's dilemma
Tuesday evening at General Conference. After an excit- for Hispanic ministries was referred to the Board for Mising half hour in which the challenge of Hispanic ministries sions and the Commission on Stewardship and Finance,
in North America was presented, Conference enthusiasti- with the Board of Administration given power to act on any
cally endorsed the Board for Mission's working with the recommendation which might be forthcoming.
Pacific Regional Conference toward the goal of developing
With Tuesday night's dilemma fresh in mind, I offer three
a cluster of Hispanic congregation in southern California. observations for whatever consideration they may merit:
The only problem: how to fund the beginning of such a
(1)1 was encouraged at this Conference by the number
program. For earlier, on Monday morning, Conference had of congregations which had discussed the agenda with their
adopted the Commission on Stewardship and Finance's delegates. On various business items, delegates often prebudget recommendation for all denominational agencies. faced their comments by saying, "As we discussed this
Perceiving a growing distance between actual receipts and matter in our congregation . . . ." In order for them to do
amounts that were being budgeted, the Commission had their best work, delegates need to receive prior to Conferrecommended a mid-year reduction in the 1982 budget of ence all major recommendations, including budgetary
some $450,000 across the agencies, with major cuts in the items. 1 am fully aware of the constraints this places on
various budgets for 1983 and 1984. In what surely was the agencies, particularly as the Commission on Stewardship
fastest work of this Conference, it took only eight minutes and Finance seeks to give a comprehensive review of budget
from the time the Commission's budget recommendation requests. I submit, however, that a way must be found, even
was formally brought to Conference and the final vote. As if we must consider changing to a fiscal year (rather than
one person commented later, a nearly $10 million budget calendar year) for budgeting and financial reporting.
(over the three years of '82-'84) was passed without debate
(2) It is relatively simple to vote to increase budgets as the
and with very little sponsorship.
delegate body is inspired by a challenge for ministry. And,
Now, on Tuesday evening Conference was experiencing as the Commission's secretary noted both at this Conferthe excitement of helping to launch a new ministry to the ence and in 1980, the budgetary recommendations are
burgeoning Spanish-speaking population in southern Cali- simply that: recommendations. Conference has the ultimate
fornia. In its original budget projections, the mission board responsibility for approval, modification, or referral back
had included funds for new ministries (including a new to committee.
thrust into the Latin American country of Colombia). But
But it is quite another thing to translate moments of high
Monday's budget vote had cut some $730,000 out of the inspiration at Conference into increased financial support
mission board's three-year projections. Now the board by our congregations throughout the year. If we are sincere
would have to adjust its program priorities to live within as a denomination in wanting to see more dollars going into
these budget cuts. What could Conference delegates do?
new programs of our various church agencies, perhaps the
Some wanted to amend the approved budgets, adding the most effective way would be for our giving to "go over the
amounts which had been earmarked for Hispanic minis- top" at year's end. As it is, we typically fall s h o r t tries. Other delegates felt this would be counter to fiscal sometimes by a little, sometimes by quite a bit.
procedures Conference had established for itself, and might
(3) In terms of sequence of Conference business, it does
open a Pandora's box of additional requests for supplemen- seem odd that we approve budgets before debating program
tal allocations.
projections of agencies. Assuming there is some compelling
Some voiced their feeling that the budgets had been reason for introducing recommended budgets early in Conapproved without a clear realization of the various boards' ference deliberations, we might do well to discuss budgets in
program plans. In response, it was noted that program a preliminary fashion, then table them until all boards have
proposals were printed in the agenda, which delegates had made their program recommendations.
weeks before Conference. (Sponsorship at Conference,
One final comment. As was passionately noted on Tueshowever, added an important dimension of urgency and day night, the Brethren in Christ would have more than
clarity which was difficult to convey in printed recommen- enough money to fund all of our boards' visions for
dations.) But while the program projections were in the ministry—if we channeled into our own brotherhood a
advance agenda, the budget recommendation calling for significant portion of our contributed dollars now going to
cutbacks in funding for virtually every church agency was other organizations. Some of these independent operations
not available for circulation to delegates until Saturday, just have a valid ministry, but others are dubious at best and
two days before the vote.
fraudulent at worst. Full-color brochures with glowing tesFinally, after an hour of additional discussion and par- timonials and tear-jerking photographs . . . but that is the
liamentary gymnastics, the question of additional funding subject of another editorial.
G
V
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1982 General Conference

Behind the scenes . . .
by Paul Hostetler, Convention Director

To quote Henry Ginder, "It was a
terrific Conference!" I am sure that he
echoed the sentiments of many people
who attended the 107th General Conference of the Brethren in Christ Church
on the campus of Azusa Pacific University, Azusa, California.
Among the many factors that went
into making the Conference terrific were
the people who worked behind the
scenes, doing thankless and difficult
tasks, often working beyond the call of
duty. I would like to mention some of
these, knowing full well that others who
might be more worthy of mention may
be overlooked.
Here is an example: All the namecards of people attending Conference
were hand-lettered. Not only was this
lettering attractive; it could be read from
ten feet away. In that way you could give
people's names (which you had forgotten) when you spoke to them!
Some months before General Conference, Ruth Smith volunteered to
print all the names and addresses on the
cards. Although warned that this would
be a big job, she did it. (Ruth is a true
missionary daughter of the late Walter
O. Winger.)
Here is another example: When a
very large number of people ordered
tapes of the inspirational services on
Wednesday evening, Mr. and Mrs.
David Howell worked almost all night
so that Conference attendants could
take their tapes along with them when
they left for home the following day.
And another example: Carole Engle
and her helpers in the child care area did
two "over and above" things. First, they
volunteered to provide care for all children up to age 12 during all sessions; and
second, they offered their services during the late night business sessions even
though it had been clearly announced
before Conference that such service
would not be provided.
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Another example: When the situation
became rather busy and complicated at
the Azusa campus because of the
Church Growth Retreat and various
other meetings before Conference even
started, Faye Bert and her Information
people quickly volunteered to come several days early.
Another example: Glen Pierce, the
program coordinator, moved with quiet
efficiency to ensure that all the programs
came together as cohesive wholes, rather
than being put together as disjointed
units. This was no small task, and many
times I got the credit for successes that
were his.
I would also like to mention, in print,
what I said at the Conference about the
host university. Bob Townsend, the conference coordinator, willingly and capably responded to all our requests, both
reasonable and unreasonable, with unruffled aplomb. And his supervisor,
Paul Kam, kept the entertainment of
Conference on track with unusual skill
and friendliness. His first love, it seems,
was the kitchen, where he could be seen
scrambling a huge pan of eggs at breakfast time, all the while keeping an eye on
the total operation.
I might as well confess it—I forgot to
line up a crew to man the microphones
for business sessions. At the last minute
I found Gerald Wingert and asked him
to take over—recruitment of help, organizing the responsibilities, and doing the
work. He stepped in and did the job
well, as I knew he would.
The general quiz director, Dave Brubaker, gave good leadership to the quiz
program. What especially impressed me
was the way he organized the finals so
that a minimum of time was used, providing more much-needed time for the
business session which followed.
And what can one say with enough
praise for the work of Daryl Musser as
assistant convention director. Daryl work-

ed early and late, before, during, and
after the Conference. When the load of
the transportation committee became
exceedingly heavy due in part to bargain
airline rates, Daryl organized and administered that area of need along with
his numberless other responsibilities.
The Men's Fellowship breakfast became extra special because of the efforts
of Willard Maust. He donated the eggs
and directed the men in frying their own
omelets. Just another case of someone
going that extra mile to make an already
good Conference a better one. And
then, just think of all the wives who no
longer need to get breakfast for their
husbands!
Billy and Mary Hoke, and son Ken
and wife Carol, were nicely settled into
their rooms. Then it was discovered that
they were in air conditioned rooms
which had been assigned to others for
health reasons. I went to them with real
misgivings, asking them to move. But I
need not have feared; the Hokes cheerfully insisted on moving out immediately.
Omer King and William Fetrow volunteered to drive the shuttle bus to the
upper campus where about 70 people
where housed. When the sessions ran
very late, they saw to it that everyone got
a ride.
One more thing—quoted from Page
16 of the Conference Crier, edited by
Beth Mark: "Thank you to Lona Climenhaga, who always keeps calm and
smiles even when: people need things
done yesterday, the copier breaks down,
secretaries come and go, and the office
seems like Grand Central Station."
Amen.
Yes, it was a terrific conference. And
yes, other names should have been mentioned above and in addition to those
which will appear in the General Conference Minutes. But these examples
should give you a good idea of why my
assignment is always such an inspiration
to me. I pray that God will abundantly
bless all the good people who this year
helped to make the General Conference
profitable churchwide fellowship and a
great family experience.
Evangelical Visitor

